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fleet set sail that a squadron of ten ill-equipped ships
was despatched to the Mediterranean under Admiral
Byng. There is much justice in the bitter complaint of
Horace Walpole, £ this was the year of the worst adminis-
tration that I have seen in England; for now Newcastle's
incapacity was left to its full play.3
The feebleness and indecision of the Prime Minister
were reflected in his officers.  When Byng arrived off Port
Mahon, the Castle of St. Philip was still hold-
ayi9' ing out against a vastly superior besieging
force. On May 20, a partial and indecisive engagement
was fought by the two fleets, which were nearly equal in
strength. The next morning the French were out of
sight, but Byng, alleging their superiority in weight of
metal and in men, sailed away and left
M^orcato5 Minorca to its fate. He seems to have de-
its fate. spaired of relieving the island even before his
arrival, and to have thought that any reinforcements
which he might succeed in throwing into St. Philip's
would only serve to swell the number of prisoners that
would eventually fall into the hands of the French.
Under these circumstances, he conceived it his duty to
return and cover Gibraltar, which also was in a very de-
fenceless state. There is no reason for charging Byng
with cowardice, and on this count he was acquitted by
the court-martial by which he was tried and condemned
to death for neglect of duty; but he was certainly a weak,
irresolute man, incapable of sound judgment and afraid of
responsibility.
Left to its own resources, St. Philip's was, after a
Capitulation stubborn resistance, obliged to capitulate, and
Phfiip's, the best port in the Mediterranean passed
Tune 28. into the keeping of France. War had alread}r
been formally declared by England on May 17, by
France on June 9. Another and greater war was on the

